mentioned, the paper on benzodiazepines by Tyrer & Murphy (Journal, December 1987, 151, 719â€"722) will, in effect make a further contribution towards inhibiting thejudicious and careful use ofthese drugs in appropriate cases based on experienced clinical judgement. As the authors state, patients are already â€oe¿ being encouraged to sue doctors for making them dependentâ€• (on benzodiazepines). A sense of proportion is surely required here. seems to me that clinical psychiatrists should have the courage to publicise these points in a responsible manner so that the media in particular and the public in general are better informed on these important problems.
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the use of these drugs is injudicious and careless the consequences could be serious. going to suedoctors for prescribing benzodiazepines, the profession needs to be appraised of this fact, if only to ensure that adequate records are kept of con sultations involving drug prescription. Currently we know of some 400 patients in the United Kingdom who have approached solicitors because of problems they have had with benzodiazepines. We agree with Dr Silverman that it is right to draw attention to the benefits as well as the risks ofbenzodiazepines, but if
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